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AN address has been presented to Dr. T. R. Nevison, of
St. Mark’s House, Jersey, embodying a cordial vote of

thanks for his skilful treatment and great attention to the
sick, in his capacity of medical officer to the island branch
of the Society of Foresters.

Ti-iE late Mr. John Saunders, of Burnham, has bequeathed
the munificent sum of &pound;2,500 each to the Lock Hospital, the
Royal Hospital for Incurables, and the Cancer Hospital.
The residuary estate is to be distributed by the executors
.among such other hospitals, infirmaries, or similar institu-
tions as they may think proper.

No less than five medical officers were advertised for in a

Dublin newspaper about a week ago-namely: in the Bally-
inena Union, salary &pound;80 per annum, exclusive of registra-
tion and vaccination fees ; Caperciveen Union, salary &pound;80,
Coleraine Union, 0.2110; Oldcaatle Union, &pound;80; the Stranolar
Union, &pound;100.

THE POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS’
ASSOCIATION.

THE quarterly meeting of this Association was held at
the Freemasons’ Tavern on Wednesday evening, Dr. Rogers
in the chair. There was a fall attendance of metropolitan
and some provincial members.
The quarterly report of the Council of the Association

was read by Dr. Dudneld. Seven additional local secretaries
’have been appointed, making seventy in all, and nearly one
hundred new members have been enrolled. Nearly all the
members have paid the extra subscription which entitles
them to the Poor Law Chronicle twice a month. The Council
observe with pleasure that steps are being taken in various
unions and parishes of the metropolis with the view to the
establishment of dispensaries, and they hope that for the
whole country one concession will be made-viz., the pro-
vision of medicines at the public cost.

Dr. ROGERS, in moving’ the adoption of the report, gave
an admirable description of the Irish dispensary system, to
the examination of which he had devoted himself during his
autumnal holiday. He described these institutions as they
exist in Dublin, in suburban and in rural districts. With
the view of testing the economic value of the Medical
Charities Act, he questioned every one likely to afford him
information, and from all the same reply came-that it
worked well, and has been of immense advantage to the
poor. Dr. Rogers said that it was refreshing to hear the
medical officers speak of the Irish Poor-law Commissioners
as their best friends, who never failed to support them in
any reasonable request, nor to assist them in any difficulty
arising out of any niggardliness or oppression shown by any
board of guardians. Astonishment was also expressed at
the marked antagonism, which Gwydyr House had, at all
times, exhibited towards the medical service. Dr. Rogers
explained this by replying, that the framers of the Poor
Law Act (1834) had almost totally ignored sickness as an
element in the production of pauperism ; and although
Chief Commissioners in the past, and Presidents more re-
cently, had evinced from time to time an intelligent appre-
ciation of this subject, yet the latter changed so fre-

quently, that there was no opportunity for them to carry
out any material reform; added to which, the hostility of
some of the permanent officials to any and everything
which gave them the least trouble, or was calculated to
draw, in any way, public attention to their oRIce, was so
great that, to his certain knowledge, several Presidents had
yielded to it. Dr. Rogers believed that the Irish dispensary
medical officers owed the support they received to the cha-
racter of the Commissioners, to the fact that a medical
commissioner had equal power with the rest, and that several
medical inspectors held a very high position, one having
himself been a dispensary doctor. The President then pro-
ceeded to make an elaborate statistical comparison between
the English and Irish systems of relief, with the object
of proving the economic benefits springing from judicious
liberality in treating the sickness of the working classes.

The following were among the most remarkable examples.
The South Dublin Union has a population of 201,963. The
guardians employ 16 medical officers, and 4 apothecaries
for the dispensaries, and 4 visiting physicians and 1
resident apothecary for the workhouse. The total cost of
drugs and salaries of medical officers was &pound;5130. The total

expenditure for the relief of the poor was .249,994. Bir-

mingham has a population of 212,000. The medical salaries
and cost of drugs amount to .22016, and the total expendi-
ture in poor relief, &pound;80,675. In Belfast, with a population
of 144,629, there are employed 14 medical officers, and 4
apothecaries, and the cost of medical relief is .23702 per
annum, whilst the total expenditure for poor relief was
&pound;26,058. Bristol and Clifton Unions have a population of
160,000, with 12 medical officers. The cost of medical re-
lief was .81239, and the total expenditure .865,462. The
cost of the medicines alone in Belfast was nearly &pound;200 more
than the total amount paid to the medical officers of Bristol
and Cliftonville, who have to find drugs, and a qualified
assistant to dispense them. The contrast is even more

strongly marked in the rural districts. In,the union of
Roscrea, with a population of 22,666, the medicines cost
&pound;137, and the medical relief &pound;854, whilst the total poor re-
lief is only .84240. But in Newport Pagnall Union, with a
population of 24,855, the drugs are found by the medical
officers; the medical relief is only .B469, and the total poor
relief no less than &pound;13,755, or more than three times that
of the Irish union above named. Dr. Rogers, in thus show-
ing that the subject is one of interest, not only to the
medical officer, but to the poor, and the people at large,
wished to guard himself from being misunderstood. He did
not charge on a starved, and therefore necessarily inefficient
medical relief, the whole of that increase in our expenditure
which the last few years has witnessed. But what he did
assert was that the outlay would not have become so huge
and unmanageable if the part which sickness plays in
the production of pauperism had been properly regarded
and fairly dealt with. The speaker concluded by urging the
members to agitate the question from an economic point of
view, so that pressure from behind may make ministers
move in the required direction, and he moved the adoption
of the report.

Dr. BENSON BAKER, of Marylebone, seconded the adop-
tion of the report. His objection to the dispensary system
was the expense which would be incurred for buildings, and
he thought that the medical officers might be trusted to
dispense the drugs, which should be provided by the
guardians.
The Rev. J. F. KIT1’O said that the dispensary system was

well carried out in Poplar, the extent of which made it
necessary that two dispensaries should be erected, which
increased the cost. Under the old system, the cost of qui-
nine and cod-liver oil was &pound;716 a year. The total cost of
the new system was &pound;678. The salaries of the medical
officers remained unaltered.

Dr. EDMUNDS said that the St. Pancras guardians could
not afford to set up dispensaries, as they had incurred so
large an expense upon their infirmaries and schools.

Mr. CORNWALL, of Fairford, in Gloucestershire, said that
the medical relief order was the first round of the ladder of
pauperism. The facility of obtaining them was undermining
the independence of the better class of labourers.

Mr. M’CULLAGH ToxrENS, 1VLP., spoke as the repre-
sentative of 30,000 ratepayers, and he believed nothing to
lie nearer to their interest than the extension, completion,
and perfection of the dispensary system. Even if it were

nothing but a question of humanity or charity, we should
be bound to introduce them ; but on economic grounds he
believed they could be fully justified. What was economy ?
Clearly neither drugs nor salaries, but the cure and pre-
vention of disease. If, instead of 70 per cent., only 40 per
cent. of pauperism is due to sickness, the importance of
prompt medical treatment is proved. He believed that a
mass of pauperism in London was caused by the difficulty of
getting help within twenty-four hours. Mr. Goschen
sneered at the Irish, dispensary system, but he believed it
afforded an enormous amount of relief at a preposterously
small cost.
The meeting was also addressed by Dr. Welch, Mr. Jabez

Hogg, and Dr. Stallard, who moved a vote of thanks to the
officers, and the Chairman in particular, for their exertions
during the past quarter.


